University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
Special Education ETDs

Education ETDs

4-21-1969

A Study Of Differences In Measures Of Over-Protective Attitude
Between Mothers Of High And Low Functioning Mongoloid
Children
Richard Strong Mechem

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/educ_spcd_etds
Part of the Special Education and Teaching Commons

iii

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The writer wishes to acknowledge the helpful contributions
made by his Committee on Studies in the preparation and completion
of this study.

The writer is appreciative to Dr. Georee Keppers,

Dr. James Kelly, Dr. Louis Price, and especially appreciative to
his adviser, Dr. Louis Bransford, for his support, encouragement,
and advice throughout the course of this study.
Special appreciation is also due Dr. Alvina Looram, and
Dr. Eleanor Adler, and others of the staff of the Child Study Center
for their cooperation in providing the necessary data.

In particular,

the writer is grateful to Miss Gertrude Christensen of the Center for
the invaluable experience of exchanging ideas so necessary to the
investigation.
The writer is also especially grateful for the real help
and moral support given by his wife, Verna.

531-3fi2

V

ABSTRACT
Statement of the Problem
The present study was desi3ned to investigate whether the
mothers of a group of Mongoloid children, defined as High-functioning
children, would demonstrate an attitude of ereater overprotection on
the Parental Attitude Resenrch Instrument than a group of mothers
whose Mongoloid children were defined as Low-functioning.
The study of such congenitally handicapped children provided
the opportunity to differentiate maternal attitudes that might be
related to intellectual and social differences between the two groups
of Mongoloid children.

It offered a unique opportunity to sort out

those parental reactions which are primary factors in producing a
child's behavior disorder from those reactions which are innate
characteristics of the child.
Methods and Procedures
Fifteen children and their mothers met the criteria for each
group of High and� subjects.

The children in the High group ranged

in age from 2 years, 7 months, to 8 years, 1 month; their mean IQ was
59.06.

All of the children were classified as within the range which

includes the Mild and Borderline levels of measured intelligence for
IQ, SQ, physical examination, and language development.

The children

in the Low group ranged in age from 2 years, 9 months to 8 years, 3
months; their mean IQ was 40.66.

All of the children were classified

as within the range which includes the Moderate level of intelligence
for IQ, SQ, physical examination, and language development.

The

children were matched for age and for education and socio-economic

